Rodger Charlton and Gary Smith made numerous important and useful points in their editorial (October 2003 JRSM 1 ) but it was disappointing to see them fail to give credit to what has actually been achieved in reducing the number of casualties from road traffic accidents. They have overlooked the point that, in about thirty years during which there has been an enormous increase in the number of vehicles and the number of miles travelled, road deaths have actually been halved in the UK. This has been achieved by a combination of the drink-drive laws, the use of seat belts, improved vehicle design and more motorways, as well as traffic calming and control. It is wrong to give the impression that an increasing toll of road casualties is being ignored.
Unfortunately, in their suggestions to improve the situation further, the authors omitted to mention that pedestrians and cyclists are not subject to the drink-drive legal limit and cannot be breath-tested, and whilst criticizing the use of mobile telephones did not at the same time point out the dangers of selecting, lighting and smoking cigarettes or of using visual display panels associated with tracking devices.
The fact that progress is still being made in road safety is evident from the latest figures which show that there was a 3% reduction in road casualties between 2001 and 2002 whilst the reduction in road deaths was 19%. There is certainly still a great deal that can be done, but please give credit to those people who have worked hard for many years to bring about substantial improvements. Rodger Charlton and Gary Smith (October 2003, JRSM 1 ) provide useful suggestions on how to reduce the toll of road traffic accidents. However, I am surprised that they make no mention of the need to develop a more robust system of renewal of driving licences, particularly in the elderly population. 2 Although I have no concrete evidence whatsoever, personal observation over many years has convinced me that accidents on the roads are increasingly attributable to elderly drivers, many of whom have poor reaction times, poor memory, poor concentration and poor visual acuity, and are physically very frail.
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To test this hypothesis would not be easy since the age of the responsible driver would need to be established, and this in turn would necessitate identification of responsibility. I wonder if the police are sometimes reluctant to prosecute these drivers for fear of being accused of ageism? I believe that a more robust system of reassessment would substantially reduce the number of injuries in all age groups. 
